
 
Fifth Sunday of Lent – March 21, 2021 
 
1st Reading: Jer 31:31-34    
2nd Reading: Heb 5:7-9    
 
 
 
 
Gospel: Jn: 12:20-33 
 
Some Greeks who had come to worship at the Passover Feast came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee,  and asked him, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew;  then Andrew 
and Philip went and told Jesus. 
 
Jesus answered them,  “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies,  it remains just a grain of wheat;  but if it dies, it 
produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will 
preserve it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me,  and where I am, there also will my 
servant be. The Father will honor whoever serves me. 
 
“I am troubled now.  Yet what should I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But it was for this purpose 
that I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven,  “I have glorified it 
and will glorify it again.” The crowd there heard it and said it was thunder; but others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come for my sake but for yours. Now 
is the time of judgment on this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And when I am 
lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” He said this indicating the kind of death he 
would die. 
 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 
 
Throughout Lent, Scripture has shared with us the many ways, and the many times, Jesus revealed the 
purpose of his coming to the apostles, to the Jews, to the Pharisees, and this week, to the outside world. 
 
Our First Reading from the prophet Jeremiah foretells of a new covenant because man failed to remain 
faithful to God. Jeremiah isn’t prophesizing an updated version of the covenants made with Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses and David.  This new covenant isn’t to be found chiseled in stone or etched on 
papyrus.  This covenant will be written within the hearts of man, it will change man’s relationship with 
God, and it will be through our mediator, his Son, Jesus Christ.  
 
In the Gospel of John, the visiting Greeks ask the apostles: We wish to see Jesus. This was the intriguing 
response from Jesus: “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it 
produces much fruit.” 

Pope Benedict says that we are like that group of Greeks, and countless others through the centuries, 
who have desired to know the Lord.   He writes that we must let ourselves be won over by Him, let our 
old self die so we may be transformed – and when we do, our hearts and eyes open with all the faith we 
need to see the crucified and risen Messiah. Now is the time. 

 



DISCUSSION 
 

1. A covenant commits one to remain faithful when even the other party is unfaithful.  God will 
remain faithful to us even if we are unfaithful to him.  Have you ever made your own “covenant” 
with God?   What keeps you faithful?  Do you ever doubt God’s faithfulness?  
 

2. The Greeks came to see Jesus. Where do you go to “see Jesus”? Who do you seek out to “see 
Jesus”? When? Why?  
 

3.   “I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of 
wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.” Can you see any fruit that has come after suffering, 
sorrow, sacrifice, hurt, loss?  Is there a “little death”, a surrendering, that God is calling you to 
choose in your own life so that you may rise again? 

 
4. Lent is the Church’s “springtime”, a time of increasing light helping us to see more clearly; Each 

year, God gives us this season of renewal.  Does your faith have seasons?  Lent to Holy Week to 
Easter: How do you transition your heart through these holy days?  

 
5. Pope Francis tells us in Laudato Si’: “…even now, we are journeying towards the sabbath 

of eternity” …reminding us that “…His love constantly impels us to find new ways 
forward”. [P243, P245] 

 
Consider this writing of the pope against the urgency of what we hear in this week’s 
Gospel – “The hour has come”; “now is the time for judgement”. What “now” actions –or 
“new ways forward” - would you put on a list to work on in the Easter season?    

 
Laudato Si’ – Chapter 6 
p243. At the end, we will find ourselves face to face with the infinite beauty of God (cf. 1 Cor 13:12) and be 
able to read with admiration and happiness the mystery of the universe, which with us will share in unending 
plenitude.  
 

Even now we are journeying towards the sabbath of eternity, the new Jerusalem, towards our common home 
in heaven. Jesus says: “I make all things new” (Rev 21:5). Eternal life will be a shared experience of awe, in 
which each creature, resplendently transfigured, will take its rightful place and have something to give those 
poor men and women who will have been liberated once and for all. 
 

p245. God, who calls us to generous commitment and to give him our all, offers us the light and the strength 
needed to continue on our way. In the heart of this world, the Lord of life, who loves us so much, is always 
present. He does not abandon us, he does not leave us alone, for he has united himself definitively to our 
earth, and his love constantly impels us to find new ways forward. Praise be to him! 
 

PRAYER FOR LENT 
 

Loving God, 
Open our eyes to see You and our ears to hear You during this season of conversion. 

Help us to renew our faith, draw from the living water of hope, and awaken our hearts to the love of 
Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen. 

 


